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LOVING OBSOLETE WORDS...

There are two kinds of “obsolete word”: firstly there are words which are used only very
occasionally nowadays. Secondly there are real “obsolete words” which are used by nobody
and completely forgoiten. Let us call the [ormer “temporarily-obsolete word”, and the

latter “obsolete words” in the real meaning.

However, it is contradiction that a certain word becomes recognised to be “obsolete” .
For instance, a word ( ) becomes “obsolete”, when those who use the word no longer
exist, and the meaning of the word is no longer understood. Conversely when ( ) is
discovered, the dicoverer himself comes back to life as a user of the word, and at the
same time the heaning of the word revives. Thus, the discovery of an “obsolete word” is
nothing but the discovery of the fact that the word used to have a particuler meaning. A
grave is opened and a dead man nearly comes to life. (The mist made by putting a mirror
under his nostrils shows the warmth of breath which has been “revived”. The dead’ s

mirror shows no blur; the mirror reflects only the adenoids of his nostrils, devoid of
breath.)

For a word to be recognised as “obsolete”, how few people should know it? Who should

judge 1t?

For these reasons, we never encounter real obsolete words. The phrase “obsolete word”,
however, never becomes obsolete, because it must survive until the end for the purpose
of ousting all other obsolete words, or rather recording that they have all gone. There-
fore, the phrase “obsolete word” is a tombstone which remains even after all words have
disappeared from any language. Naturally, even dead languages - languages whose words
have become almost completely obsolete - must retain a word eguivalent to “obsolete
word”. It could be compared to an undertaker who remains aljve in tribes or races that
have become extinct. Therefore, we will be able to recognise a language whose words have
all become “obsolete” when the number of the people who use the language matches thal of
the last undertakers for the tribe or race to which they belong. The minimum number of
people required to attend a funeral varies according to culture. In some cases, it may
be just one person, in others over a hundred (although the majority would be “women
weepers”). In any case, a funeral can bhe performed only if the dead person and under-
taker are present. The next requirement will be mouners, then the chief mourner, and
finally a priest/monk. This order is decided according to the degree each person needs
the corpse. The corpse is the source of identification of the dead, so the dead person
needs the corpse most. On the other hand, a priest/monk does not neccesarily place
importance on the corpse itself because he can earn money by holding as many masses (for

the repose of the dead’s soul) as he wants after cremation.




You sometimes feel uneasy while you are investigating a problem. This is when you start
to wonder - “am [ overlooking something important?” - while you are discovering the
relations between the matters (relations of relations), you realise that something
connecting one realtion to another is missing. It is so beautifully hidden that it is
even hard to judge what was there. It is said that discovering the absence of something
1s far more difficult than discovering its presence. This is because it is difficult to
distinguish the state that there might have been something there from there really being
nothing there. In either case, there is nothing left there now. However, in the former

case, you cannot possitively say, “there is nothing”, if there was something present in

the past.

Even if a word disappears, its meaning may be “[loating” where the word used to be. The

meaning cannot be expressed in any words. The meaning, not the word, has become a home-

less wanderers.

Languages have an interesting nature; no matter how much the number of words deereases
or increases, the language always seems complete, so that even if some words become
“obsolete”, they will not be recognised as missing. lowever, we sometimes encounter
those who use everyday language whose number of meanings by far exceeds that of the
words themselves. We then realise there are enough “obsolete words” to make up for the
superfluous floating meantings. (It is similar to the feelings evoked by the sight of

ancient ruins.)

Therefore, people who use a language abundant in “obsolete words” are either too
loquacious or taciturn. The loquacious try to cover lost words with other words, and
their talkis tedious. The taciturn, on the other hand, have probably lost words which
have become unnecessary for everyday life. When we hear them use words with many mean-

ings (although such opportunities are rare) with great affection, it is almost painful

to see how their words are chosen.

What both types of people have in common is their use of a very rich body language: so
rich that we might even think it offensive. Although it is not subdivided like the
finger language, facial muscles, feet, hips, fingers, even their hair and as many body
hairs as you can see, and ears i{ movable, are all used as a means of expression. [t may
seem that a new language system is being established, but they could also be simply
degenerating into animals. On the other hand, we have also obtained language and letters

in return for body languages that have become “obsolete”.

Loving “obsolete words” is thus living between two horns of a dilemma.
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“You'd better start swimming or
you'll sink like a stone.”
“You'd better start rolling or
you’ll gather dirty moss.”

‘Run. don’t walk any more. Run for...
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What is that! Oh my Cure Cure
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<SEPARATED SOLO PERFORMANCES>
LOV I NG T HE OBSOLETE WORDS...

IDIOT CLOUD

Ek\

HERE TIHEY COME

THE DOG SHALL DROWN

S COvok;

HERE COMES THE VENDOR
MR.TEXT'S NOTES

LIMB IN WORKING EXCUSE ME

S ST A HImEE S Y

4 SONGS on 3SIDE-A
"ANO HITOTACHI GA YATTEKURU™ "INU WA OBORE-SINU™ "TEKUSUTQ-SHI NO BENMEI™ "SHIYQUCHUU NO TEASHI™
all songs written, played(with computer-operated synthesizer & el-g), sung and recorded by GESO
3 SONGS on SIDE-B
"OROKANA KUMO™ "SHIDASHI-YA GA KURU™ "GOMEN'YQ™
all songs written, played(with ds, b, g & key boards), sung and recorded by KUMIO KURACHI
COVER ART BY MIYUKI SUGIMOTO / DESIGN BY ONNYK / INNER-NOTES BY SOMEONE
PRODUCED BY ONNYK
19893
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